buildings rise mushroom-like on all sides, pushing aside the
pleasant and shady villas of the Turkish and post-Turkish
periods. Lean and swarthy gipsies, who work for next to no-
thing, build them, and live on the scaffoldings with their wives
and families. On one side is a ghetto like a human ant heap.
Beyond is outer Bucharest, all confusion, hovels and modern
flats, peasant costume and cheap mass-produced frocks, radio
and barking dogs and noisy geese, rutted and pot-holed streets
and asphalted thoroughfares.

In the Galea Victoriei on Sundays you will see long pro-
cessions of expensive motor cars. Rumanians are getting
married. The expensive motor cars are hired taxis. Fares are
cheap and one of the mysteries of the Balkans is why Bucharest
should have the most luxurious taxis of almost any city in
Europe. Between the taxis, with their radio, you see fiacres
drawn by well-tended horses and driven by fat, motherly look-
ing men. These are the Russian coachmen, members of a
strange religious sect that had to leave Russia in Tsarist days
because of the offence its practices gave to the Church. The
men, who lead an austere life and are model citizens, have
themselves castrated after the first child and thereafter become
corpulent and old-wifely in appearance.

Beyond this Bucharest lies Rumania, which means several
millions of hard-working peasants who in good times enjoy a
rude plenty and in bad ones count themselves lucky if they have
enough to eat. Apart from the vast quantities of food which it
produces Rumania has enormous deposits of oil. Rumania's
wealth in matters animal, vegetable and mineral, indeed, is
incalculable; it is a land where every prospectus pleases and
lures the foreign financier as jam lures a fly.

That is precisely why Rumania is important in the European
line-up. Rumania is a small country, though one wealthy in
natural resources, and has everything to make it, soundly
governed, an earthly paradise. It has the very things which
others want. A great military dictatorship may have all the
men and brains it needs, it may be in valour and organization
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